Optimising Listings for Buyers and Search Engines

When you are listing property on the SA Hometraders site, it’s vital that your content and pictures are presented in a way that is both attractive to potential buyers, but also effective in drawing search engines.

Writing the subject line:

The subject line should be interesting enough to grab the buyer’s attention, but it should also include vital keywords, such as property, house, apartment, etc.  When it comes to the description, agents often repeat information that is already shown in the property features and facts section, such as the number of bedrooms, bathrooms etc.  

Writing the description:

The description should rather focus on information regarding location, such as the fact that it is close to the beach, or 20 minutes from Cape Town, or close to schools in the area.  Being more specific about location parameters and infrastructure will give the search engine spiders more to pick up on, as well as give the potential buyer a better idea of where the property is and why it is such a good buy.  All this translates into a higher likelihood of an enquiry being made.

Have a look at the bold content in the following example:

	House for sale - Wellington

	Great start for Beginners!!!! 
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R 795,000 
$ 98,203*  £ 49,989*  € 62,979*
Description: A beautiful two bedroom house situated in a security complex.Close to town and very popular.Come and see for yourself!! 

Property Features

Property Facts

Bedrooms: 2
Bathrooms: 1 
Reception Rooms: 1
Garages: 1
Parking bays: 1

Erf size:± 200  m²
reference: 00065
When enquiring about this property, please quote the following reference: 00065 




The problem:

The subject line has the right idea in focusing on the property’s appeal to first time buyers, but do you see how the words start and beginners would be ineffective in terms of drawing search engines?  The description gives very little detail in terms of location, but has made some attempt at keyphrases, such as house and security complex.

Have a look at this optimized version of the same listing:

	House for sale - Wellington

	Ideal property in Wellington for buyers new to the market!
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Listed on SAHometraders for 67 days 

R 795,000 
$ 98,203*  £ 49,989*  € 62,979*
Description: This house for sale is part of a security complex located in Wellington, a rural town in the picturesque Cape Winelands region. Relatively central, the area is close to the golden beaches of the Cape Peninsula and whale watching at False Bay is within an hour’s drive. The property is in the vicinity of a number of reputable schools and has access to an excellent infrastructure. 

Property Features

Property Facts

Bedrooms: 2
Bathrooms: 1 
Reception Rooms: 1
Garages: 1
Parking bays: 1

Erf size:± 200  m²
reference: 00065
When enquiring about this property, please quote the following reference: 00065 




The solution:

Do you see how the subject line has followed the same general idea, but the keywords Wellington, property, buyers and market are now present?  The description now refers to a number of specific geographical locators (Wellington, Cape Winelands, Cape Peninsula, False Bay), as well as draws attention to beaches, whale watching, schools and the infrastructure relating to the general area.  Facts and features regarding the size of the property, number of bedrooms and bathrooms can still be viewed in the section directly below the description.

Images:

While content is essential in terms of drawing search engines, it is the images that will ultimately attract the buyer’s interest.  It is absolutely vital that the featured and gallery images uploaded to the site are well-taken.  The mistakes made often have to do with composure and exposure.  

Taking photographs of property:

A general rule of thumb when taking interior photos is that the rooms should always be tidy and all the inside lights should be switched on before taking the photo.  The best time to take an exterior picture of a property is just before dusk, when the background light almost matches that of the light inside.  Also, keep in mind that the buyers are interested in size, as well as specific features, so it’s best to highlight these areas when composing your photographs.  For instance, if the lounge is really spacious then you need to focus on showing the space.  The same applies to recent renovations that add to the property’s value.

	House for sale - Wellington

	Ideal property for buyers new to the market!
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R 795,000 
$ 98,203*  £ 49,989*  € 62,979*
Description: This townhouse for sale is part of a security complex located in Wellington, a rural town in the picturesque Cape Winelands region. Relatively central, the area is close to the golden beaches of the Cape Peninsula and whale watching at False Bay is within an hour’s drive. The property is in the vicinity of a number of reputable schools and has access to an excellent infrastructure. 

Property Features

Property Facts

Bedrooms: 2
Bathrooms: 1 
Reception Rooms: 2
Garages: 1
Parking bays: 1

Erf size:± 220  m²
reference: 00065
When enquiring about this property, please quote the following reference: 00065 




The problem:

Have a look at the image above.  You will notice that the sky is two different colours, most probably a failed attempt at using imaging software.  The property is also leaning slightly and the grass is a very dull green.  While the image does show the size of the property, the overall effect isn’t appealing and buyers are likely to gloss over it.  

	House for sale - Wellington

	Ideal property for buyers new to the market!
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Listed on SAHometraders for 67 days 

R 795,000 
$ 98,203*  £ 49,989*  € 62,979*
Description: This townhouse for sale is part of a security complex located in Wellington, a rural town in the picturesque Cape Winelands region. Relatively central, the area is close to the golden beaches of the Cape Peninsula and whale watching at False Bay is within an hour’s drive. The property is in the vicinity of a number of reputable schools and has access to an excellent infrastructure. 

Property Features

Property Facts

Bedrooms: 2
Bathrooms: 1 
Reception Rooms: 2
Garages: 1
Parking bays: 1

Erf size:± 220  m²
reference: 00065
When enquiring about this property, please quote the following reference: 00065 




The solution:

When you look at the image above, you will notice that a much more homely feel has been created.  The grass is dappled with sunshine and a healthy green colour, with a leafy tree featured in front of the property.  This is the kind of picture that a buyer is far more likely to enquire about.  

Interior photos:

Taking exterior photos of a property is obviously important, but perhaps even more so are the interior photos.  Buyers will be looking for a home that they will feel comfortable living in and they will obviously spend the majority of their time indoors.  It is vital that you learn to stage your photographs, as illusion is key to creating a good picture.  You don’t just want a photograph, you want to capture a particular lifestyle and appeal.

	House for sale - Wellington

	Ideal property for buyers new to the market!
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Listed on SAHometraders for 67 days 

R 795,000 
$ 98,203*  £ 49,989*  € 62,979*
Description: This townhouse for sale is part of a security complex located in Wellington, a rural town in the picturesque Cape Winelands region. Relatively central, the area is close to the golden beaches of the Cape Peninsula and whale watching at False Bay is within an hour’s drive. The property is in the vicinity of a number of reputable schools and has access to an excellent infrastructure. 

Property Features

Property Facts

Bedrooms: 2
Bathrooms: 1 
Reception Rooms: 2
Garages: 1
Parking bays: 1

Erf size:± 220  m²
reference: 00065
When enquiring about this property, please quote the following reference: 00065 




The effect:

If you look at the image above, you will see how this has a much more appealing effect.  The room is tidy, there is a glimpse of the garden through the window and the soft lighting creates a welcoming atmosphere.  

	Ideal property for buyers new to the market!
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	Listed on SAHometraders for 67 days 

	R 795,000 
$ 98,203*  £ 49,989*  € 62,979*

	Description: This townhouse for sale is part of a security complex located in Wellington, a rural town in the picturesque Cape Winelands region. Relatively central, the area is close to the golden beaches of the Cape Peninsula and whale watching at False Bay is within an hour’s drive. The property is in the vicinity of a number of reputable schools and has access to an excellent infrastructure. 

	Property Features

Property Facts

Bedrooms: 2
Bathrooms: 1 
Reception Rooms: 2
Garages: 1
Parking bays: 1

Erf size:± 220  m²
reference: 00065


	When enquiring about this property, please quote the following reference: 00065 


Why it works:

The image above is immediately attractive, simply because of the excellent lighting and the emphasis on space, while still highlighting the modern design.

To sum it up:

The key to marketing property effectively online is understanding the importance of factors that affect both potential buyers and search engines.  Collaborating search engine optimized content with well-taken images is the most effective way to increase your sales turnover rate.

